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2025-2026 Priorities
Three Big Buckets: 

• MITIGATE the Workforce Crisis
• State Staffing Ratios 
• Workforce Package

• INVEST in the Aging Services Ecosystem
• BAF and AWOP floors
• Increasing PHARE fund cap

• REMOVE BARRIERS to Accessing Quality Care
• MA Application Delays
• Increase LIFE Awareness and Enrollment 



20%

• An outdated budget tool that reduces Medicaid nursing home providers' calculated 
rates by the percentage necessary to keep state expenditures within the available 
budget allocation. 

  

Budget Adjustment Factor (BAF)



Our Budget Ask
Our advocacy strategy this year is focused on securing Medicaid rate increases 
and systemic changes that would protect against future erosion of rates relevant to 
costs for Nursing Homes and LIFE:

• NURSING HOMES: 

We are requesting approximately $274 million in state funding (annualized) for nursing homes to establish a 
Budget Adjustment Factor (BAF) minimum floor of 0.84 .

• Other areas of focus include:
• State staffing ratio relief
• Consolidation of (and potential investment in) Quality Investment Programs (QIPs)
• Increasing Medicaid Day One Incentive (MDOI) funds
• 70% Accountability Penalty Reform/Repeal
• Codification of Minimum Payment Rate language for CHC and Physical HealthChoices



Workforce Initiatives  



MA (Medical Assistance) Pending

Three pieces to draft Senate bill 

• Reporting to the legislature on application processing. 
• Establishing specific timelines for the CAOs to respond to providers to avoid delays 

before they go to appeal. 
• Providers would receive the state portion of the MA rate toward the care provided 

if an MA application has been pending at least 60 days due to a determination not 
being made, or if the application was denied and a subsequent appeal was 
submitted and received.

• Claw back provision: If the application receives a final denial determination, 
payments received up to day 120 would be returned to the state once the final 
determination is made. Provider would still keep any payment for days 121+.

• Transparency and accountability
• Uncompensated Care Payment 
• Adjusting provider case-mix picture date and including pending resident in 

Medicaid census.

LeadingAge PA is working with Senator Judy Ward on the 
introduction in the Senate and Dr. Arvind Venkat in the House. 
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